Steven Addis:
A father-daughter bond, one photo at a time
Warm-up discussion questions:
1) Does your family have any traditions?
2) What makes your family unique?
3) What are your earliest memories of your family?

Lesson:
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)

Listen to the talk once.
Ask the class what they heard.
Play the video for the class.
Ask the class what they heard.
Pass out the fill in the blanks handout and ask the class to fallow along
Have the class read through the handout and ensure and review any new
vocabulary or questions.
10)Break into pairs and discuss the questions provided. Switch partners as often
as possible.
11)Have the class write sentences that use each of the words from the fill-in-theblanks section for homework.
Photography has been my passion ever since I was old enough to pick up a camera,
but today I want to share with you the 15 most treasured photos of mine, and I
didn't take any of them. There were no art directors, no stylists, no chance for
reshoots, not even any regard for_________. In fact, most of them were taken by
random tourists.
My story begins when I was in New York City for a speaking__________, and my wife
took this picture of me holding my daughter on her first birthday. We're on the corner of
57th and 5th. We happened to be back in New York exactly a year later, so we decided to
take the same picture.
Well you can see where this is going. ___________ my daughter's third birthday, my wife
said, "Hey, why don't you take Sabina back to New York and make it a father-daughter
trip, and continue the_____?" This is when we started asking passing tourists to take the
picture.
You know, it's remarkable how universal the _______ is of handing your camera to a total
stranger. No one's ever refused, and luckily no one's ever run off with our camera.
Back then, we had no idea how much this trip would change our lives. It's really become
______to us. This one was taken just weeks after 9/11, and I found myself trying to
explain what had happened that day in ways a five-year-old could understand.
So these photos are far more than proxies for a single moment, or even a specific trip.
They're also ways for us to freeze time for one week in October and reflect on our times

and how we change from year to year, and not just physically, but in every way. Because
while we take the same photo, our perspectives change, and she reaches new_________,
and I get to see life through her eyes, and how she interacts with and sees everything.
This very focused time we get to spend together is something we cherish and_________
the entire year.
Recently, on one trip, we were walking, and she stops dead in her tracks, and she points
to a red awning of the doll store that she loved when she was little on our earlier trips.
And she describes to me the feeling she felt as a five-year-old standing in that exact spot.
She said she remembers her heart ________ out of her chest when she saw that place for
the very first time nine years earlier. And now what she's looking at in New York are
colleges, because she's determined to go to school in New York. And it hit me: One of the
most important things we all make are memories.
So I want to share the idea of taking an active role in ________ creating________. I don't
know about you, but aside from these 15 shots, I'm not in many of the family photos. I'm
always the one taking the picture. So I want to encourage everyone today to get in the
shot, and don't ________ to go up to someone and ask, "Will you take our picture?"
Thank you. (Applause)
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1) What was the main idea of this TED talk?
2) What have you done to consciously create memories in your daily life?
3) Who enjoys the photos they have taken every year more, the father or the
daughter?

